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Mr. Chairniaﬁ and members of the Subcommittee, thank you for the
oppor‘mnity to appear before you today. Iam Elizabeth Estill, Deputy Chief
for Progfams and Legislation, USDA Forest Service. I am here today to
provide the Department’s viéws on three bills: H.R. 3962 Good Neighbor
Act, H.R. 3401 California Five Mile Regional Learning Center Transfer Act,

and H.R. 3954 Caribbe_:an National Forest Wild and Scenic Rivers Act.

The Department supports H.R. 3954 Caribbean National Forest Wﬂd and
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Scenic Rivers Act with som?/techmcal corrections. The Department would
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like to work with the Committee to make a number of improvements to H.R.

3401, California Five Mile Regional Learning Center Transfer A?ﬁ'énd H.R.

/

396%) Good Neighbor Acﬁaefore these bills move forward.

H.R. 3962 Good Neighbor Act

H.R. 3962 Good Neighbor Act limits the ability of the National Park
Service, Fish and Wildlife Service, Bureau of Land Management, and the
Forest Service to acquire land within counties already containing 50 percent
federally controlled land. H.R. 3962 would require the agencies to dispose
of 1and equal to 97 percent of the value of the land to be acquired in those

| | #e 6 |
counties. In addition, H.R. 396g/requires the Agency to notify the Governor,
chief executive of the county, and Members of the House and Senate prior to
 the acquisition. H.R. 3962 also requires the Agency to hold a hg@ﬁqgg,\gﬁ\*zﬂtf
to the acquisition, within the coﬁnty in which the land is located. . If the
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federally ¢onfrolled land within the County exceeds 66 percent of the land

area of the county; H.R. 3962 requires approval of the Federal acquisition by

the governing legislative body of the county.

The Department recognizes and supports addressing the needs of local

citizens to participate in decisions regarding Federal lands within their
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counties. However, we would like to work with the Committee :me

where necessary Ii‘mi‘taffi‘ggg./i-mpose&Qg,Feﬁeral"‘éEquiéitio;stbyC R. 3962.

For example, we should ensure that H.R. 3962 is consistent with existing
LB2C IS

individual state enabling acts that authorize and provide conditions on
SR )

approvals of Forest Service acquisitions as required by @ (P.L.

s

H.R. 3962 also requires the Federal agencies to dispose of land equal in

value to lands acquired without providing a related sales authority. The

Forest Service does not have a general sales authority to accomplish the

| | bill's purpose.

Finally, we should work to ensure that HL.R. 3962 would not unnecessarily

limit the ability of the Forest Service to acquire lands to further the purposes
of land management mandates imposed under other statutes, such as the
Federal Land Policy and Management Act, the Multiple-Use Sustained
Yield Act, the Forest and Rangeland Renewable Resources Planning Act,
and the National Forest Management Act.

We agree that additional federal acquisitions should, as a rule, be discussed
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with local elected officials to communicate théﬁneedsi as well as understand
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;ﬂ»{ waﬂ@ ;\{,j&wig‘m%ﬁ\w
the impacts on communities and are committed to work with the Committee

)
to meet that objective. We look forward to working with the Committee to
identify ways to better involve local citizens in land acquisition decisions

while still retaining authority of the Federal government to acquire those

lands which are in the broader public’s interest.

H.R. 3401 California Five Mile Reeional Learning Center Transfer Act

H.R. 3401 directs the Secretary of Agriculture to convey, without
consideration)27 acres of National Forest System lands to thé Clovis,
California Unified School District. The-conveyance would also include the
improvements that comprise the Five Mile Regional Learning Center. In

- addition, the bill directs the Secretary of Agriculture to enter into
negotiations on the terms of a special use permit with the school district to
allox.JV their use of an édditional 100 acres of National Forest System land.
The bill includes a reversionary clause in which the property conveyed
would revert to the United States if the school district discontinues its

- operation of the Learning Center.
The Department does not support the conveyance of land and improvements
without consideration. Rather, the Dep\a;tw;;ént would like to work with the

Committee to pursue this transaction in a manner consistent with- either the
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Sisk Act, P.L. 90-171 or the Education Land Grant Act, P.L. 106-577, which
both allow conveyance of National Forest System lands for educational

purposes. Presently, personnel on the Stanislaus National Forest are

working with the school district to explore conveyance of this land under
P.L. 106-577. In addition, we would like to work with the Committee to

ensure that a reversionary interest in the land would limit potential liabilities

to the Government.

H.R. 3954 Caribbean National Forest Wild and Scenic Rivers Act.

H.R. 3954 Caribbean National Forest Wild and Scenic Rivers Act amends
Section 3(a) of the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act (16 U.S.C. 1274(a)) to
désignate three rivers iﬁ the Caribbean National Forest in the

Commonwealth of Puerto Rico as components of the National Wild and
Scenic River System. The segments to be designated by H.R. 3954 include
4.4 miles of the Rio Mameyes, 2.1 miles of the Rio de la Mina, and 2.3 miles
of the Rio Icacos. H.R. 3954 would aﬂow, subject to the Secretary’s
discr.etion, installation and maintenance of data collection and transmission

facilities, construction and maintenance of structures to allow monitoring of
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thréatengd-and endangéred-species; and construction and maintenance of
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trails for research facilities.
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The Department supports H.R. 3954 with a small number of technical
corrections, We recommend that subsection 2(c) be eliminated as the Wild
and Scenic Riveds Act includes direction for establishing a river corridor
boundary, submittitig the resulting map and legal description to Congress,

and providing for publi; inspection of the mép and legal description (16

/

Conclusion:

This concludes my testimony. [ look forward to answering any questions

you may have.
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added to Section 3(c) that would allow the agency to also recover administrative costs of

our collections pro gré({x, and our damage assessment, investigative, emergency response

3
N e
and other such costs arising from a criminal act or tort. ;

H.R. 3962 Good Neighbor Act
| 9@/ &

Wildlife Service, Bureau of Land Management, and the Foreét Service to acquire land 0

H.R. 3962 Good Neighbor Act limits the ability of the National Park Service, Fish and K 3
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within counties already containing 50 percent federally controlled land. H.R. 3962 would /
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require the agencies to dispose of Iand equal to 97 percent of the value of the land to be ® yr @

acqulred n those counties. . In addltzon H.R. 3962 requires the Agency to notify the ,f\g\% @f}w %

Governor chief executive of the county, and Members of the House and Senate prior to W W D}y |
-~ the acquisition. H.R. 3962 also requires the Agency to thd a hearing, prior to the QO Gi‘
acquisition, within the county in which the land is located. If the federally controlled @W w W
land within the county exceeds 66 percent of the land area of the county, H R. 3962 \”4 ﬂ)}h lf“

requires approval of the Federal acquisition by the governing legislative body of the Cﬁﬁ"a ‘,»’kb wﬁ’ ﬁ:‘
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, ¢ Department recognizes and supports addressing the needs of local citizehs to P k U i
participate in deczslons regardmg Federal lands wzthm their counties. However, we 0 Qk\ q‘t}y
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would like to work Wzth the Committee to modify where-neesssasy limitations imposed . !y"\" q}\xﬁ/ .

on Federal acquisitions by H.R, 3962.
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