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Lands in the U.S. Continental Water Supply 

 

• National Forest System Lands are the largest single source of water in the continental 
United States, over 14% of available supply 

• Forest Service water resources consist of more than 400,000 miles of rivers and streams 
and more than 2.2 million acres of ponds and lakes. 

• 3,400 Public drinking water supplies that serve more than 66 million people with high 
quality drinking water. 

• There are over 2,000 hydropower dams (18.5 million average homes) 
• The Forest Service hosts more than 46 million fishing visits annually  
• Over 8,000 water authorizations 
• Between 4,000 and 19,000 reservoirs (2,000 owned by the Forest Service). 
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